History 355

Fall 2006
Nancy Bristow
Final Exam Preparation:

The Format

Exam time: 
Tuesday, December 12th, 8:00-10:30


You will attend only one half-hour session during this time

Place:

Our usual classroom

Bring:

You may bring two sheets of notes if you like

As we have discussed in class, you will be taking an oral final exam this semester.  For the exam, each of you will spend thirty minutes in a discussion with four or five classmates.  Though I will sit with you during the discussion, I will not participate, and will expect you to coordinate the discussions yourselves.

During the exam, the group will discuss questions selected from a list of possible exam questions that I will distribute at the last class meeting. For the actual exam I will select three questions for each group’s discussion, and your group will have the chance to decide among its members which question you would like to begin with. It is likely that you will discuss only one or two questions, though it will be up to each group to determine how long to take with each question.

Following the discussion I will ask you to record a grade for each of the group members, including yourself.  I will use these as a guide as I determine the final exam grades, though I reserve the right to assign those grades as I deem appropriate.  As you determine grades, you should evaluate each group member according to the following criteria, which I will also use in determining grades for the final exam:

· their ability to offer new ideas to the discussion

· their ability to listen carefully and to respond to the ideas of others in an interactive conversation

· their ability to provide support for their own ideas and those of others in the form of comprehensive knowledge of the historical realities of African American women’s lives and of the sources for our course

· their level of preparation

You can also use these standards as you prepare yourself for the discussions.

At the final class meeting I will distribute six possible exam questions from which the three actual exam questions will be selected.  I will also distribute a list of groups, so that you will know in advance who the other members of your group will be.  Groups are welcome to meet prior to the exam and are encouraged to do so, though this is not required.  Again, I will leave this for your group to decide.

If you have any questions about the final exam, please do not hesitate to ask!

