PROR. EINSTELN HERE,
RXPLAINS RELATIVITY

“ Poet in Science » Saysltisa
Theory of Space and Time,
But It Baffles Reporters.

SEEKS AID FOR PALESTINE

Thousands Wait Four Hours to
Welcome Theorist and His
Party to America.

A man in a faded gray raincoat and a
flopping black felt hat that nearly con-
cealed the gray hair tl}at straggled over
his ears stood on the boat deck of the
steamship Rotterdam vesterday, timidly
facing a battery of cameramen. In one
hand he clutched & shiny briar pipe and
with the other clung to a precious vio-
lin. He looked like an artist—a musi-
~ian. He was.

But underneath his shaggy locks was
a scientific mind whose deductions have
staggered the ablest intellects of Europe.
One of his travellng companions de-
ccribed him as an ‘* intuitive physicist ™
whose speculative imagination is so vast
that it senses great natural laws long
before the reasoning faculty grasps and
defines them.

The man was Dr. Albert Einstein,
propounder of the much-debated theory
of relativity that has given the world
a new conception -of space, and time
and the size of the universe.

Dr. Einstein comes to this country as
one of a group of prominent Jews who
are advocating the Zionist movement
and hope to get financial aid and en-
couragement for the rebuilding of Pal-
estine and the founding of a Jewish
aniversity. He is of medium helght,
with strongly built shoulders, but an
alr of fragility. and self-effacement.
Under a high, broad forehead are large
and luminous eyes, almost childlike in
thelr simplicity and unworldliness.

Thousands Welcome Him.

Witlh hima as fellow-travelers were
Professor Chaim Weizmann, President
of the Zionist World Organization, dis-
coverer of trinitrotoluol, and head of
the British Admiralty laboratories dur-
ing the war, Michael Ussichkin, a mem-
ber of the Zionist delegation to the
Paris Pcace Conference and now Resli-
dent Chairman of the Zionist Commis-
sjon in Palestins, and Dr. Benzion Mos-
sinson, President of the Hebrew Teach-
ers’ Organization in Palestine.

The party was welcomed at the Bat-
tery by thousands of fcllow-Jews who
had waited there for hours.

The crowds were packed deeply along
the Battery wall, waving Jewish flags
of white with two blue bars, wearing
buttons with Zionist inscriptions, and
cheering témselves hoarse as the police
boat John F. Hylan drew near. Dozens
of automobiles were parked near the
landing, and -when the welcoming ‘coin-.
mittee and the visitors had entered them
they started uptown to the Hotel Com-
modore, preceded by a police escort.
They turned into Second Avenue, where
the sidewalks were lined nearly all the

way uptown with thousands who waved
hands and handkerchiefs and shouted

welcome to the visitors.

Protessor Einstein was reluctant to
talk about relativity, but when he did
gpeak he said most of the opposition to
his theories was the resuit of strong
anti-Semitic feeling. He was amused at
attempts by reporters to get some idea
of his theory by questioning him, and
he did his best to make his answers 8.8
simple as possible. He spoke through an
{nterpreter.

A Theory of Space and Time,

The interview tooXx place in the Cap-
tain’s cabin, where Professor Einsteln
was almost s_urrounded by seekers after
knowledge. He was asked to define his
theory. d
- ¢ It is a theory of space and time, B0
far as physics are concerned,’”” he said.

 Fow long dld it take you to concelve
your theory? ** he was asked.

«« { have not finished yet,” he sald
with a laugh. *‘ But I have worked on
it for about sixteen years. The theory
consists of two grades or steps. On one
I have been working for about six
years and on the other about eight or
nine years.

« I first became interested in it through
the question of the distribution and ex-
pansion of light in space; that is, for
the first grade or step. The fact that
an iron ball and a wooden ball fall to
the ground at the same speed was per-
haps the reason which prompted me to

take the second step.” -

He was astxed aopout those whn op-
pose his theory, and said:

“No man .of cuilure or knowledse has
any animosity toward my theories. Even
the paysicists opposed to the theory are
animated by political motives.”

YWhen asked what he meant, he said
he referred to anti-Semitic feeling. He
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on this subject, but

woiild not elaborate
Berlin were cntirely

said the attacks in
anti-Semitic.

Dr. LLinstein said the theory was a step
in the further development of the New-
tonian theorv. He nopea to lecture at
Princeton oin relativity before he left
the countiry, he said, us he felt grateful
40 the Faculty of Princeton, which was
the first college to become interested in
his work.

Toses for Moving FPicture Men.
As the questioners gave up their at-

—

tempts to seek further clucidation of the

Binstein principles, the

laughed and said:

«\Well., I hope I have pas
smination.”
Professor
soon after
picture men.

zed My ex-

Einstein’ interview came
he had cscaped the moving
As they ground away at
1heir machines, ordering him about, he
geemed at first bewildered. then amused.
He posed with other members of his
harty and with Mrs. Eingtein -for nearly
alf an hour, and then almost ran away,
ghaking his head in exasperation and
refusing to do any more.

‘+ L.ike a prima donna,”” he exclaimed.

“« He does not like te be. what vou call
it, a showcase,’ said Mrs. Kinstein.
«"He does not like society. for he feels
that he is on exhibition. Xe would
rather work and play his violin and
wallk in the woodgl”

“ Do you undcerstand his thicory?”’
Mrs. Einstein was asked.

*+ Oh, no.”’ she said, laughing, ““al-
though he has explained it to me S0
ynany times. I understand it in a4 gen-
eral way, but in its details it is too
much for a woman to grasp. But it i=
not necessary for my happiness.”’

Dr. Einstein wuas an inspirational
worker, she said. When he was engaged
on some problem, ** there was no day and
no night,”” but in his perlods of relaxa-
tion he went for weeks without doing
anvthing in particular but dream and
play on his vielin. ‘Whenever he be-
came weary in the midst of his work he
went to the piano or picked up his violin
and rested his mind with music.

‘“ He improvises,”” she explained. ‘'He
is really an excellent musician.”’

5]

-

Mozart and Brahms His Favorites.

On the ship, when a concert was held
Dr. Einstein played selections from 2Alo:
zart, of whose work he is particularly
fond, on the violin. Brahms is another
of his favorites.

«« I never met Frofessor Einstein be
fore this voyage.”” said Professor Weiz-

mann, who is a great admirer of hi:
fellow-scientist. ‘* He has a singularl;
sweet and lovable nature, and is ex
ceedingly simple in his habits of life
J have talke with him man) time:
about his work, and he is glad to speal
of it when he can find some one who i
interested and at least partly capabl
of understanding 1t. I do not entirely
;.'ort when I get beyond the atom I an
ost.

“ \When he was called ‘a poet in sci
ence ' the definition was a good on¢
He geermns more an intuitive physicist
however. MHe is not an experimenta
physicist, and although he is able t
detect fallacies in the conceptions ¢
physical science, he must turn his ger
eral outlines of theory over to some on
else to work out. That would be reac
i1y understandable to a man of sclence
e first became interested in mathe
matics when he was 14 years old, an
his work is his 1ife. He spends mos
of his time reading and thinking whe
he is not playing his violin.”

Professor Weizmann also is accompe
nied by his wife. He and the other Z
onist visitors, during their visit «
meveral weeks. will endeavor to intere:
American Jews in che Zlonist movemer
and obtain money and moral suppo
for both the national Zionist idea ar
for the university.

Dr. Welzmann Explains Mission.

e Yt is a great satisfaction to me ¢
Presldent of the Zilonist Organization
.fInd myself for the first time in tl

professor

is prepared when the time arrives per-
sonally to associate himself within its
activities—a coursge in which there is rea-
son to hope he will be followed by other
Jewish scholars and scientists of world-
wide reputation.’’?

Einstein to Worlk for Unlversity.-

Professor Elnstein will devote most of
his time while here to advocating suD-
port of the university by American Jews.

“ The establishment of such a univer-
eitv has been for a long timc one of the

most cherished plans of the Zlonist or-
ganization.” he said. ** But for the out-
break of the war it would have mate-
rialized in 1914, when a site was actual-
Iy purchased on the Alount of Olives.
In 1018 the foundation stone was laid
by Dr. Weizmann. Since then the uni-
versity site has been extended and a
building purchased in which it will be
possible for a beginning to be made.
There is also a library of 30,000 vol-
ames which is rapidly growing.

 Plans have been worked out both
for the complete university of the future
and for a comparatively modest begin-
ning. The time has now come to insure
the imme-liate realization of the latter.
Such is the importance attached by the
Zionlst Organization to the spiritual val-
ues in the Zionist nationai home that
even at this moment, when the organiza-
fion is faced with tremendous tasks of
immigration and colonization. and is
concentrating all efforts upon the Pules-
tine Foundation Fund, an exception is
made in favor of the university to which
a special branch of the «und is de-
voted.

T know of no public event which
has given me such delight as the pri-
posal to establish a Hebrew university
in Jerusalem. 'The traditional respect
for knowledge which Jews have main-
tained intact through many centuries of
cevere hardship made it particularly
painful for us to see S0 many talented
sons of the Jewlsh people cut off from
higher education and atudy., and knock-
ine vainly at the doors of universities of
Ioastern and Central Europe.

Home For Spiritual IL.ife.

 Others who have gained access to the
recions of free research only did so by
undergoing a palnful, even dishonoring.
process of assimilation which crippled
and robbed them again and again of

their cultural leaders. The time has
now come when our spiritual life will
find a home of its own. Distinguished
Jewish scholars in all branches of learn-
ing are waliting to go to Jerusalem,
where thev will lay the foundation of a
flourishing spiritual life and will pro-
mote the intellectual and economic de-
velopment of Palestine.

« Notwithstanding the crude political
realism of our times and the materialis-
tic atmosphere in which it has enveloped
us, there are visible none the less glim-
merings of a nobler conception of human
aspirations, such as ‘were expressed in
the part played by the American people
in world politics. "And so we_come from
sick and suffering Europe with feelings
of hope, belng convinced that our spir-
{tual aims will command the full sym-
pathy of the American nation and will
receive enthusiastic approval and power-
ful support from our Jewlsh brethren in
the United States.”

The Zlonists were met down the bay
bv a delegation from the Mayor's com-
mittee of welcome, Captain Abraham
Tulin, who served as American liason
officer with General Mangin'’s army in
the war: Dr. Schmarya Levin, who was
member of the first Russian Duma and
of the Cadet Party in Russia, and
Magistrate Bernard Rosenblatt. They
were delaved by the quarantine exam-
fnation and were not able to board the
Rotterdam until nearly 1 o’'clock. On
the way up the bay they had lunch with
Professor Einstein, Professor Weizmann
and others in the party, and remained
with them on the ship until sundown.
As it was the Sabbath their religion
Igirevented them from leaving until that

me.

Crowd Walts Four Hours at Tier.

At the pier were several hundred wel-
comers. although the ship was more
than four hours late in reaching her.
pler. They gave the Zionists a rousing |
welcome before they went aboard the
police boat John F. Hylan, which land-

ed them at the Battery. The boat flew
the Jewish flag in honor of the party.
‘On board were L. Lipsky, Secretary of
the Zionist Organization of Aimerlca;

) o . i L.. Robison of the National Executive
‘I.Inlon States,’”” sald Dr. Weizman | committee; B. G._ Richards. Secretary
The cause of the Jewish mnation  of the American Jewish Congress; DM..

home In Palestine has from the fir | Rothenberg, Chalrman of :
appealed to the generous instincts of tI ers, rman of the American

] 'Jewish Congress; J. Fishman, managin

A erican pecople and owes much to £ !editor of The Jewish Morning Journalg;
sympathetic support it has consistent 1. Idlin, editor of The Day;: Rabbi M.
received from I‘eaders of public opinlt  RBerlin; David Pinski. editor of Die Zeit;
in the United States. . .John F. Sinnott, Secretary to Mayor
Qur primary object is to confer wi Hylan: Henry H. Klein, Commissioner
g‘)e Jég‘ngrlcat} }Zlgnistsd Wi:h]oiphaoxée, JEHS ‘of Accounts; Judge Gustave Hartman,
e distinguishe eadersh 5 , . H. v, i
Brandeis, Judge Mack and other re the Rev. H. Masllansky, Judge Jacob 5.

tati A rlcan Jews, rendered | ' Strahl and many others.
reasen ve Amer < EWS - An official meeting of wel i >
valuable services to the Zionist mos y g come will be

heid at the City Hall on Tuesday at
ment during the past few critlcal yea which Mayor Hylan, Frank L. Polk,
In the task of reconstruction in Pale

George W. Wickersham, DMagistrate

tine, for which the time has now ¢ Rosenblatt, Professor Einstein and Pro-
rived, it is confidently expected th ' fessor Weizmann will speak. )
the American Zionists will play Among those on the Committee of Wel-

equally conspicuous and honorable pa come are Nathan Straus, Arthur Bris-

In this connection we hope to enlist t  bane, Chancellor E. E. Brown, Judge
pctivae interest of American Jews in t ' Benjamin Cardoza, Abram 1. Elkus,
Jceren Hayesod, or Youndation Fur James A. Folev, F. H. LaGuardia, Jus-
the central fund for the building up tice Samuel Greenbaum, William D.

Aational Home, to whi
Jews throughout the world are bei
called upon to contribute to the utime
1imit of their resources.

v professor TNinstein has done us t
honor of accompanying us to Amerieca
the Interest of the Hebrew University
Jerusalem. Zionists have long cherish
the hope of creating in Jerusalem
centre of learning in which the Hebr
genius shall find full self-expression a
which shall play its part as interpre
between the ISastern and Weste
worlds. FProfessor Kinstein attaches |
utmoest importance to the carly inat
uration of the Jerusalem university 2

Guthrie, Mrs. Willlam R. Hearst, Adolph
Lewisohn, Alfred E. Smith, l.eon Kai-
maky, Judge Otto A. Rosalsky, Boenja-
min Schlessinger, QOscar 8. Straus, Sen-
ator Nathan Straus Jr., Marcus Loew,
Dr. Bernard Flexner, Colonel Robert
Grier Monroe. Herman Bernstein, Sam-
uel Koenig and George Gordon battle.

A meeting also wliil be held at the
Aletropolitan Opera ¥louse on April 10.
Professor Ioinstein will not touch on’
relativity at these meetings, but it is
expected that before he lcaves the city
he will speak before some scieniffic
gathering, at which he will dlscuse his
- QAlSCOVErY.
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